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EXPO Hall (Shining Hat)
Performing Arts Program (October 8-10)
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October 8 (Wed.), from 18:00

Japan Heritage “lwami Kagura (Kuwanoki Kagurakai)”
Prologue Performance

lwami Kagura is a traditional performing art led by persons with
disabilities, originating from the leisure activities of the lwami Welfare
Society, a social welfare organization in Shimane. The vibrant
costumes and powerful dance create a stage that offers a fresh model
of cultural inheritance and self-expression—stirring the hearts of all
who witness it.

October 9 (Thu.), from 17:00

Handles x Condors Collaboration Performance

A session with Condors, led by Kondo Ryohei, Artistic Director of the
Saitama Arts Theater, and Handles, a performance group of persons
with disabilities. This innovative dance stage features a diverse range
of bodies.

A talk will follow the performance.
Speakers: Kondo Ryohei , Okunuki Kaoru (actress) Moderator: Makino Nozomi
(executive producer)

Kaoru Okunuki (Actor)

Okunuki Kaoru is an actor known for her soft yet distinctive presence across
various media. In her private life, she has been actively involved for 20 years in
creative activities with children and adults with disabilities in her community.
Selected works:

Films: Welcome Back, Mr. McDonald (directed by Koki Mitani), Journey to the
Shore (directed by Kiyoshi Kurosawa)

TV dramas: Stepmom and Daughter Blues (TBS), What Did You Eat Yesterday? (TV Tokyo)
Stage: No.9 - Immortal Melody (directed by Akira Shirai)

Narration: Higashino & Okamura’s Tabizaru (Nippon TV)

October 10 (Fri.), from 15:30

DJ OSSHY Presents Inclusive Disco

A special Expo edition of the Universal Disco© by DJ OSSHY, widely
active across media, including NHK. We will create a dance floor

where everyone becomes the star, featuring a performance that fuses
wheelchair dancing with dance, music, and fashion in a vibrant crossover.
Performing groups Genesis of Entertainment,Japan Down Syndrome Society
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Pop-up Stage (Tougai) - Welcome Performance
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FREEDOM THEATRE Short Play Born from “Little Red Riding Hood”
October 8 (Wed) Open Rehearsal 11:00 - Performance Times: 113:30- @15:30-

L®w58l% JIYU Gekijyo-Freedom Theatre
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Kuwanoki Kagurakai (lwami-Welfare Society)

Formed in 1985 by users and staff of Kuwanokien, this Iwami kagura
troupe has performed domestically and internationally. They took
part in a cultural exchange project for persons with disabilities in
Nantes, France, in 2017, successfully performing their signature piece
“Orochi.” In 2018, their long-standing efforts were recognized with
the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology's
award for lifelong learning support for persons with disabilities.
Kuwanoki Kagurakai continues to pursue the joy of inclusive cultural
activities.

Handles x Condors

Handles is a dance team founded in 2009 by persons with disabilities
in Saitama and Condors leader Kondo Ryohei . They have performed
ten times at the Saitama Arts Theater and toured Kanazawa,
Shizuoka, and Chiba. Handles also participated in the Agency for
Cultural Affairs’ Disability Culture and Arts Festival, connected to the
Tokyo 2020 Games, and Condors’ 25th anniversary show. Condors
has performed in over 30 countries and was highly praised by The
New York Times. With male performers in school uniforms, their
unique stage fuses dance, live music, puppetry, video and comedy.
Their NHK Hall show for the Kohaku Uta Gassen sold out instantly.
Kondo Ryohei has received the Minister of Education Award for Fine
Arts and the Medal with Purple Ribbon. He is actively working toward
a symbiotic society through performing arts. He is also serving as the
director for the opening and closing ceremonies of the Tokyo 2025
Deaflympics.

DJ OSSHY

The founder of Disco Day (July 22) and an evangelist of 80’s disco
culture. A specialist disco DJ skilled in both MCing and mixing,

DJ OSSHY promotes the appeal of safe, secure and healthy disco
nationwide. He produces inclusive events such as Family Disco for
parents and children, Silver Disco for seniors, and Universal Disco,
where people of all generations, ethnicities, genders and abilities can
enjoy dancing together.

Genesis of Entertainment

Established in 1997, Genesis of Entertainment aims to transform
wheelchair dancing from a source of personal joy into a new
profession through cultural and artistic activities by persons with
disabilities.

Fashion Performance Show, presented by the Japan
Down Syndrome Society

In collaboration with Smile Walking Club

Disability doesn’t mean giving up on dreams. There are people

who embrace the challenge of shining bright and pursuing their
aspirations. This fashion performance show is a dazzling crossover
of dance, music and fashion, designed to captivate the eye and uplift
the heart.

Directed by Mariko Takagi

JIYU Gekijyo-Freedom Theatre

A project launched in August 2013 under the production of BIRD
Theatre Company TOTTORI. It brings together people both with and
without disabilities to create performances, aiming to discover the rich
and diverse charms of each individual that tend to be hidden in daily
life and share them with audiences. In 2014, the group performed at
the 14th National Arts and Culture Festival for Persons with Disabilities
in Tottori, and since then has been performing annually both inside
and outside Tottori. They have performed in France and Thailand, and
have collaborated with a U.S.-based theater company for artists with
disabilities and the Korea National University of Arts.



AL DZHESES!
SWERDUFTY—ERAT 540

—RHFAEALEF2OLERSEGRIL. 20255 10A8H
(k) =118 (L), X -BEBEAEOKBT [ZIICFD. (FL
T) BBER - ~EEEOEREART AT 1/Vb~] ZHfE
LET, KTIRATANIE. BENDHBHLZDEHTSHELEXIL
EMRBZHFRICRETHIELSIC. E'fﬁ:ﬁif)@ﬁiﬂﬁtb&%
“iR” DNIVF7)—LzBET [EERLIZN—-YI - V=)
AL7avzIbh] O—RELTER. FEEEEIC. *'fﬁic‘:ﬁﬁi‘i':
HRELEMLABREZRIELET,

Move Your Heart, World!

Four Days of Realizing Accessibility in Arts and Travel

New Inclusion Japan Association, Inc. will host “Here | Am,
(and) You Are... - International Festival of Arts and Culture

by Persons with Disabilities” from Wednesday, October 8 to
Saturday, October 11, 2025, at the Osaka-Kansai Expo venue.
This festival aims to share the rich and diverse cultural and
artistic expressions of persons with disabilities with the world.
It is held as part of the Universal Tourism for Culture and Arts
Project, which seeks to make “travel” —a driving force of artistic
activity—accessible to all. Set within the Expo, the festival
creates a new experience where art and tourism converge.
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Accessibility support for all guests

To ensure that everyone can enjoy the festival, we have
prepared various accessibility measures, such as information
assurance during the performances. If you have any questions
or concerns, please feel free to contact the festival office.

® Sign language interpretation ® Communication boards
@ Captioning and text support

® Multilingual support (Japanese/English) ® Audio guides
® Hearing loops ® Wheelchair seating

A rest area is available for those who feel unwell.
*For further details, please check our official website.

“A festival for designing a society of the future”

Not only will the Expo venue share with the world the arts and
culture of people with disabilities living in Japan, but it will also
invite those hesitant to go out due to their disabilities to travel,
providing support so that they can enjoy themselves together
with family and friends with peace of mind. Through cultural

and artistic activities, we will try to create new universal tourism
systems that will allow people with disabilities to experience
profound culture and charm of various regions across the Japan.
Co-creation partner: Japan Philanthropic Association

Organizers: New Inclusion Japan Association, Inc., Japan Arts Council, Agency
for Cultural Affairs

In cooperation with the National Network Forum for Promoting Arts and Cultural
Activities of Disabled People

Constituent organizations: (Social Welfare) National Federation of Organization
for the Disabled Persons, (Social Welfare) Japan Federation of the Visually
Impaired, (General) Japanese Federation of the Deaf, (General) National
Federation of Parent Associations for the Physically Disabled, (Social Welfare)
Japanese Society for Disabled Children, (Specified Nonprofit) Japan National
Assembly of Disabled Peoples' International (DPI-Japan), (General) Autism
Society Japan, (Public Interest) Japan Down Syndrome Society, (Social Welfare)
Japan Deafblind Association, (General) National Association for Living Support
of Children and Adults with Intellectual Disabilities, National Council of Facilities
for Physically Disabled People, (Specified Nonprofit) Barrier Free Film Research
Society, (Specified Nonprofit) National Network for Community Living Support,
(General) Genesis of Entertainment, Japan Council on Independent Living
Centers (JIL), (General) National Network for Community Living, Secretariat:
New Inclusion Japan Association, Inc.

Partnership and collaboration: Governors Association for Promoting Arts and
Cultural Activities of Disabled People

Collaboration: International Festival of Disabled People’s Arts and Culture —
2025 Expo Osaka-Kansai Co- ollaborative Creation Consortium

Constituent organizations: (Public Interest) Japan Philanthropic Association,
(Social Welfare) Iwami Welfare Society, (Social Welfare) Nanko Airinkai,
(Specified Nonprofit) Japan National Assembly of Disabled Peoples'
International (DPI-Japan), (General) Genesis of Entertainment, (Public Interest)
Japan Down Syndrome Society, (Specified Nonprofit) Barrier Free Film Research
Society, National Council of Facilities for Physically Disabled People, (Specified
Nonprofit) National Network for Community Living Support, (General) National
Federation of the Physically Disabled and their Parents Associations, (General)
Autism Society Japan, Tottori Prefecture Welfare Division for Persons with
Disabilities (Secretariat of the Governors Association for Promoting Arts and
Cultural Activities of Disabled People), New Inclusion Japan Association, Inc.
Executive producer: Makino Nozomu
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Venue: Gallery WEST (within the Osaka-Kansai Expo venue, Yumeshima, Konohana-ku, Osaka City, Osaka Prefecture)
Dates: Thursday, October 9 — Saturday, October 11, 2025 Opening Hours: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. (until 3:00 p.m. on the final day)
Closed: None Admission: Free (Expo admission fee required separately)
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*This project is being carried out by The New Inclusion Japan Association, Inc., commissioned by the Agency for Cultural Affairs and Japan Arts Council,
as a collaborative event with government ministries (Japan Cultural Expo 2.0).
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Avant-gardes? yes we are!
Gallery WEST / EXHIBITION (October 9-10)
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The term “avant-garde” originated as a military term meaning
“vanguard,” and was later redefined by figures such as Saint-Simon
to refer to those leading artistic innovation. This exhibition, “So What
If It's Avant-Garde?”, introduces works that challenge conventional
notions, starting from everyday life and personal experiences. Art is
not a fixed entity; it is a creative act continually redefined through
individual interpretation. The sincerity and passion of the artists
resonate deeply with viewers. Furthermore, disability is not seen as

a limitation, but rather as a unique perspective that fosters creativity
and promotes social inclusion. This exhibition seeks to show that it is
precisely this passion and openness to difference that gives rise to the
true spirit of the avant-garde.

Curator Hiromi Kurosawa (Chief Artistic Officer, Heralbony Inc.)

Exhibiting artists:

Iguchi Naoto, Ishino Keisuke, Ito Yutaka, Inuzuka Hiroshi, Iwase Shunichi,
Okawa Makoto, Katsube Shota, Kokubo Norimitsu, Kobayashi Itsuo,

Sakamoto lkuyo, Takamaru Makoto, Tsuji Yuji, Tsuruoka Kazuyoshi, Toya Kiyoshi,
Nishioka Koji, Nomaguchi Keisuke, Nomoto Ryuji, Hanzawa Masato, Fujioka Yuki,
Bekki Komei, Herai Takanori, Maeda Yasubhiro,

Matsumoto Akinori + Matsumoto Michiko, Matsumoto Michiko,Yamazaki Kenichi,
Watanabe Yoshihiro

Gallery WEST Interactive Projects

“Discover”

Held in conjunction with “So What If It's Avant-Garde?”, this exhibit introduces
the evolution of historical products that have transformed the lives of people
with disabilities and spread throughout society.

“Take Home”

Exhibition catalogs and original goods related to the participating artists will be
on sale.

“Satisfy Your Appetite”

A food court featuring food trucks operated through collaboration with
agriculture-welfare partnerships. Products created by persons with disabilities
are themselves a form of expression. With support from the company that
provided athlete meals at an international sports event in 2021, carefully
prepared local produce will be offered as safe and delicious light meals. Persons
with disabilities will take part in cooking and serving, creating opportunities for
social interaction through food. Freshly harvested new rice from this year will
also be available for sale.

In cooperation with: NPO Enkatsu (Shiga Prefecture), Harakara Welfare Association (Miyagi
Prefecture), AIM Services Co., Ltd., Kotonone Seikatsu Co., Ltd.

“Take with You”

We aim to offer an experience where the emotional impact and encounters
at the Expo become a lasting memory, allowing visitors to “bring home” a
design for a future society in which diverse people live together.



